
U.S. Coast Guard at Normandy, 6 June 1944 

 

Major Coast Guard Units & Commands: 
 

Rescue Flotilla One (RESFLOT ONE):  

Sixty 83-foot cutters were assigned to Operation Neptune.  

They were based out of Poole, U.K. and were assigned 

evenly between U.S. & British/Canadian beaches.  One 

cutter was damaged in transit to England but entered 

active service in later-June.  Another had engine problems 

on the morning of 6 June but made it to the beaches 

sometime later.  LCDR Alexander Stewart, USCGR, 

Commanding. 

 

LCI(L) Flotilla 10:  

Flotilla 10 consisted of 24 LCIs manned entirely by Coast 

Guard officers and crew with six USN-manned LCIs also 

assigned; half to Utah and half to Omaha. They were 

veterans of assaults in Sicily & Italy. CAPT Miles Imlay, 

USCG, Commanding. 

 

USS Bayfield (APA-33): Served as the Flagship, Assault 

Force “U.” CAPT Lyndon Spencer, USCG, Commanding. 

 
Omaha Beach: 
Task Group 124.3 (Assault Group O-1): USS Samuel 

Chase (APA-26), CAPT E.H. Fritzsche, USCG, 

Commanding. His command landed assault troops on 

Easy Red Sector of Omaha Beach in the first waves on 

the morning of 6 June 1944. 

 

LCI(L) Flotilla 10: Eleven LCIs from the Flotilla landed 

troops on Omaha Beach on the morning of 6 June.  The 

Flotilla’s CO, CAPT Miles Imlay, also served at Deputy 

Assault Commander of TF 124.3 under CAPT Fritzsche. 

He flew his flag from Flotilla 10’s LCH-87 (also Coast 

Guard-manned). 

 

Coast Guard-manned LSTs (4): LST-16; 27; 262; 331. 

 

RESFLOT ONE: 20 cutters 

 

Utah Beach: 
USS Bayfield (APA-33), Bayfield served as the flagship 

for “Commander Assault Force “U” (RADM Don Moon, 

USN). 

 

USS Joseph T. Dickman (APA-13), CAPT Raymond 

Mauerman, USCG, Commanding. 

 

LSTs (2): LST-326 (saw service at Omaha too on 

afternoon of 6 June 1944); 381. 

 

RESFLOT ONE: 10 cutters 

 

Gold, Juno and Sword Beaches: 
LSTs (5): LST-17; 21; 176; 261; 327. 

 

RESFLOT ONE: 30 cutters 

 

Facts & Statistics: 
 

 At least 97 cutters & Coast Guard-manned Navy 

vessels participated in Operation Neptune on 6 

June 1944. Sixty cutters, three APAs, 11 LSTs, 

& 24 LCIs (1 modified into a command and 

control vessel).   

 

 Two other transports had “partial” Coast Guard 

crews on board but were primarily Navy-

manned.  Some Navy personnel served on board 

the three Coast Guard-manned APAs as well. 

 

 The cutters & crews of RESFLOT ONE rescued 

nearly 500 Allied personnel on 6 June 1944.  

“During the first hours” of the D-Day assault, 

they rescued 194 off Omaha Beach, 157 off Utah 

and 133 off Gold, Juno & Sword.  In total during 

the flotilla’s Normandy service they rescued 

1,438.  The unit was decommissioned in 

December, 1944. 

 

 More Coast Guard vessels were lost or damaged 

that day than at any time in its history.  

Destroyed in action were LCI(L)-85, 91, 92 & 

93.  The latter three were lost on Omaha Beach 

while the 85 sank offshore.  Their burning 

wrecks served as navigation markers that day. 

 

 Fifteen Coast Guardsmen died in the invasion on 

D-Day.  Most were crewmen were from the LCIs 

and landing craft that participated in the Omaha 

Beach assault. 

 

 Six of those Coast Guardsmen who were killed 

in action are buried in the Normandy American 

Cemetery and Memorial in France. 

 

 At least 38 Coast Guardsmen were wounded on 

D-Day. 

 

 Bayfield’s medical staff and crew cared for 419 

casualties, both Allied and Axis, from 6-16 June. 

 

 Then-CDR Quentin Walsh, USCG, was awarded 

the Navy Cross for his actions in securing the 

critical port of Cherbourg later that month.  He 

led a reconnaissance/commando team and 

captured hundreds of POWs with little 

bloodshed. 

 

 LST-261 made 53 crossings of the English 

Channel in support of the Normandy invasions. 

 

 Coast Guardsmen were awarded one Navy 

Cross, 11 Silver Stars & one British 

Distinguished Service Cross. 


