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RADM BAYANI R GAERLAN AFP assumed as the Commander, Philippine 

Fleet on 13 June 2016. Prior to this designation, he served in various capacities as 
Commanding Officer of several PN vessels including BRP Sultan Kudarat (PS22)and 
BRP Apolinario Mabini (PS36); Deputy Commander and later Commander of Naval 
Intelligence and Security Force; Joint Task Force Malampaya, Assistant Deputy Chief 
of Staff for Intelligence, J2; Commander, Naval Forces Central and Chief of Naval 
Staff, Philippine Navy among others. 

 
Before he entered the military service, Rear Admiral Gaerlan spent his 

childhood years in Cubao, Quezon City. He is a son of a government employee and 
was raised in a family that advocates utmost discipline.  

 
Rear Admiral Gaerlan is a product of the public school system, where his 

intellect and aptitude developed for the entire duration of his school days. He spent 
his primary education in Aguinaldo Elementary School where he graduated with 
honors. He continued his secondary learning at Juan Sumulong High School in 
Quezon City, and also graduated with honors. His passion for becoming an engineer 
brought him to the University of the Philippines in Diliman, Quezon City where he 
stayed for two years. However, his greater aspiration to serve our country led him 
later on to the grounds of the most prestigious military school in the country, the 
Philippine Military Academy. After four years of rigorous training, he graduated Cum 
Laude and landed in the top 5 among the 215 members of the PMA “MAHARLIKA” 
Class of 1984.  

 
As a man who champions ceaselesslearning, Rear Admiral Gaerlan continued 

his studies and further honed his skills and capabilities at UP Dilimanand UP Institute 
of Small Scale Industries where he finished his BS degree in Civil Engineering and 
Project Management Course, respectively. His quest for knowledge brought him also 
to various training institutions here and abroad—he took the Command at Sea 
Course at the Fleet Training Group, Philippine Fleet, Cavite City; Naval Command 
and Staff Course at NETC, San Antonio, Zambales; Naval Intelligence Officers 



Course at NITI; and General Staff Course as a member of Class 56 at the United 
States Naval War College in Rhode Island, USA. 

 
Rear Admiral Gaerlan started his naval career as a Mess and Supply Officer 

aboard BRP Rajah Lakandula (PF-4) then aboard BRP Bagong Silang (PG-104). 
Right after the February 1986 Revolution, he was detailed as 
Transportation/Disbursing Officer, Assistant Admin Officer and Acting Operations 
Officer at the Office of the Senior Military Assistant, Office of the Vice President of the 
Philippines. From then on, he assumed numerous posts in the different units of the 
Philippine Navy. He was not just a soldier by the book, as his field assignments 
exposed him to the operational areas aboard various units afloat and ashore. He 
became the Commanding Officer of BRP Rafael Pargas (PG379), BRP Iloilo (PS32), 
BRP Sultan Kudarat (PS22) and BRP Apolinario Mabini (PS36) and these positions 
earned him the much coveted Command at Sea Badge, aspired by all seagoing 
officers. In the intelligence community, he held significant positions as Intelligence 
Officer at Seaborne Intel Group, NISG-8, NISG-6 in Western Mindanao, NISG-7 in 
Eastern Mindanao, then Deputy Commander and later Commander of Naval 
Intelligence and Security Force and Assistant Deputy Chief of Staff for Intelligence, 
J2 at the General Headquarters Armed Forces of the Philippines.  

 
He also excelled in staff positions as he did in the field. He served as Admin 

Officer and Executive Assistant to the Flag Officer in Command, Philippine Navy at 
HPN from 1997 to 2000. He became the Director, Naval Command and General Staff 
School, NETC where as a Lieutenant Commander, he served as a course director of 
a GSC class whose students were all senior Commanders. In 2009, Rear Admiral 
Gaerlan was designated as the Assistant Chief of Naval Staff for Intelligence, N2 at 
Headquarters Philippine Navy. Afterwards, he was reassigned back to Mindanao as 
the Deputy Commander of Naval Forces Western Mindanao and concurrently as the 
Commander Naval Task Force 61. After 20 months in NFWM, he was tasked to lead 
the Joint Task Force Malampaya as its Commander.  

 
Rear Admiral Gaerlan is a decorated naval officer. Aside from his numerous 

medals, plaques and commendations, he was a recipient of the PMAAA Cavalier 
Award for Naval Operations in 1999, the NETC Officer-Instructor of the Year in 2002 
and the prestigious The Outstanding Philippine Soldier Award in 2004 sponsored by 
Metrobank Foundation and Rotary Club of Makati-Metro in cooperation with the AFP.  

 
Above all his achievements, he takes pride in being a devoted husband to his 

wife of 29 years, Mrs. Lucille Tamayo-Gaerlan and in being the hero and loving father 
to his four children, Ruperto Oliver III, Hendrik Thomas, Bernette Louise and Lorenz 
Bryan.  
 
 


