[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security
United States 

Coast Guard

S.S. EL FARO Marine Board of Investigation Daily Brief  - Hearing Session 1 Day 3
Three routes between Jacksonville and San Juan were discussed today. The El Faro diverted from most direct route, which it began transiting on its final voyage, to take an alternate more Southeast route. 
Summarized Daily Testimony
Today’s first witness was Capt. Earl Loftfield, Master, S.S. El Yunque. He testified to the background of the Captain’s service on Ponce class vessels, including S.S. El Faro. He also testified to Ponce class vessel in-port loading operations, Ponce class underway operations, and Tote Services Inc., safety culture from a Master’s perspective. 
The second witness of the day was Charles Baird, former second mate, S.S. El Faro. Baird testified to the different routes and courses available for the Jacksonville to San Juan transit. Additionally, he testified to weather routing and bridge equipment onboard S.S. El Faro. Lastly, he testified to interaction with and impression of Captain Davidson. 
The third witness of the day was Tim Nolan, president, Tote Maritime Puerto Rico. Nolan testified to the overview of Tote Maritime Puerto Rico management. He also testified to Tote Maritime Puerto Rico involvement with vessel crewing. Additionally, he provided an overview of Puerto Rico trade and options for supplying the island.
Plan for Next Hearing Day
·  Mr. Jim  Fisker-Andersen, Port Engineer, TSI
· Mr. Alejandro Berrios, S.S. El Faro Third Mate, TSI
· Mr. Tony Callaway, PORTUS
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