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S.S. EL FARO Marine Board of Investigation Daily Brief  - Hearing Session 2, Day 1
Summarized Daily Testimony

Today’s first witness was Captain James Frudaker, docking pilot. Frudaker testified to serving as docking master on the El Faro more than 50 times. He also testified to serving as docking pilot on September 29, 2015, for the vessel’s final voyage.
The second witness of the day was Captain Eric Bryson, pilot, St. John’s Bar Pilot Association. Bryson testified regarding the challenges of the St. John’s River including currents and salinity.  He also testified to piloting the El Faro 14 times, including on September 29, 2015, for the final voyage. 
The third witness of the day was Captain Eric Axelsson, former El Faro master, TOTE services Inc. Axelsson testified to cargo loading, general calculations of stability and material conditions. He also testified to securing of cargo and the Master’s duties at sea. 
Plan for Next Hearing Day
· Captain Jack Hearn, former El Faro master, TOTE services Inc. 
· Dr. James Franklin, branch chief, hurricane specialist unit, National Hurricane Center
The hearing will resume at 9 a.m. Tuesday, 17 May.
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Alana Ingram, Public Affairs Office, alana.l.ingram@uscg.mil, 202-372-4632
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